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According to an October 20 announcement by Argentine Energy Secretary Jorge Lapena, Buenos
Aires will request a price reduction on purchases of Bolivian natural gas. Argentina has been paying
$3.70 per million BTUs (metric units), while prices on the world market fluctuate between $2.50 and
$3.50. Bolivian Energy and Oil Minister Carlos Morales said the gas price issue will be discussed by
both sides in the near future. Earlier, the Bolivian government had accepted an Argentine proposal
for negotiating payment in kind for gas purchases.
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